The House of Commons
the fact that the idea of the "gentleman'* is no longer
useful as a working political hypothesis.
There are at least three important functions which
members of the House of Commons could now perform
for which no provision is made; and the need for one of
them, at least, has been strongly recommended by the
Lord Chancellor's Committee on Minister's Powers, It
is desirable to attach an advisory committee of members
to each department of State. It would watch the process
of administration. It would make suggestions on policy
for  examination.   It  could   discuss   confidentially  the
principles of bills before the prestige of the minister
became associated with each clause and schedule of their
content. The value of the training for members involved
in such work needs no detailed proof; it would at least
assure us that men who went to the different departments
as ministers had some experience of what administration
implies. I should myself like to see some members of the
Committee related to the Whidey procedure of the
department with which they were associated; the system
stands badly in need of a third-party element of this kind,
I am not, be it noted, suggesting the creation of com-
mittees charged with an executive function; they are, as
here conceived, to be advisory only and at no point to
interfere with the authority of the minister to make his
decisions. But there is every reason to suppose, first, that
they would, by their power to ask for information and to
discuss policy, be a valuable safeguard against bureau-
cracy; and, second, by confidential discussion of measures
before their introduction into the House, they would at
once mitigate a good deal of unnecessary conflict over
minutiae, and give members material for understanding
which ought greatly to clarify the standard of public
debate when the bill is publicly discussed.
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